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[Interviewee's names redacted, each interviewee identified with an Interviewee number (I -#)]
Beatriz Alanis
1313-02
CULTURAL ORIENTATIONS: QUESTIONNAIRE INTERVIEW REPORT
The people I interviewed are from different cultural
orientations, and they are as follows: a person born in Mexico,
but who has lived here at least five years; a Mexican-American born
and raised in the valley; a Mexican-American raised north of the
valley; an Anglo born and raised north of the valley; and an
Anglo raised north of the valley.
Some of the people I interviewed reported that much of the
treatment that was given to them had much to do with the particular
color of their skin. In some parts of the United States Mexicans,
or Mexican Americans, were not wanted around. Sometimes it was not
so much the Anglo culture that made them (anglos) react in a
certain way towards mexican people, but as my report shows, it only
took place in certain places and with certain families. This was
partly due of ~se to some past bad experience that the Anglo
family went through with Mexicans.
Two of my interviewees were 4nglos and each one of their
families was raised differently. Each had a different perspective
on the impact Mexican people (M.P.) would have on their lives. One
person's family was able to get along with M.P. just fine, but the
other family on the other hand, blamed most of their problems on
the M.P.
My first interview was to a young lady who's backgroud is of
Mexican heritage, and her name .is ] [I-1J I She has lived here for
the past four and a half years, and shares with us how she thinks
M.P. are treated down here in the valley.
One of the young ladies I inreviewed shared with me some of
things she has witnessed since living here in the United
States. Lger name is [~~ and she has been living here in
the U.S. for the last four and a half years) She says that
she has not experienced many of the harsh treatments as many
of her same-age friends have. I [I-1J says it has to do
mainly with one's culture, and that of the surrounding Anglos.
She says, "I believe we don't get much of that down here since
the majority of the people here are M.P." (j:>hedoes remember
though, in one occasion when they went up north things did not
go as well. [I-~ stated: At one time we decided to go up
to Colorado to visit my brother who got married and moved up
there. On our way up th~re we (I)noticed what so many people
had been talking aboutwrall this time. Every time we made a
stop, either to get gas or to a restaurant, there was always
somebody staring or talking about us. I guess there were not
that many M.P. around, but the ones like us who came around
were able to notice their dislike for our race.
[~~ was disappointed and hurt when she found out for
herself about what many of the M.P. went through and the treatment
they received from the Anglo people (A.P.) She is now able to
understand other people and sees how they are descriminated
against.
The second person that I interviewed is presently living here
in Texas. He is a Mexican-American who was born and raised north
of the valley, his name is I [1-2] He un li ke] [1-1J as received
a lot of harsh treatment both from the A.P. and even from their own
culture, the Mexicans.
[~2] lis a Mexican-American who was born and raised north of
the Valley. Several of the states he has lived in have not
made their stay there a very welcome one.' [~2] states: At
every place we have stayed we have felt very unwelcomed, and
this is because there was always somebody around to make us
feel that way. If it was A.P. that we saw, they would deny us
service; if it was our own race that we came along with, they
would also give us the same (or even worse) bad treatment. At
one time I remember pulling up to a gas station at a place
near Colorado. I remember I myself asked the guy(~xican) a
few questions in)'panish and I soon saw the man's reaction to
~y words. Apparently the guy got very upset at my speaking
~panish. He was so angry that he even denied us service.
This is something I will never forget. One of my own blood
denied me the right to be servic>d only by the mere fact that
I, besides being Mexican, spoke~panish to him. The guy felt
he was being insulted at my speaking 'panish.
!At least we were never denied service, she states. From thatday on, I was able to understand how other people like mereacted to the Anglo's treatment towards us.
The following lady thay I interviewed was born and raised here
in the Valley: She has gof a good job, and is very happ to be
down here. She is twenty-eight years old and her name is [~~
She does not recall having had but a few bad experiences related to
how Mexican descent are treated.
[~~ jsays that she is very happy to be living down here in
the alley. She does not remember having any bad experience~
except for the time when she had to go to the hospital.1 [~3J_
states: when this incident took place I was down at the
hospital because I had twisted my ankle pretty bad, and it was
so swollen, I could not put my weight on it. The point is,
she says, that a white lady (another patient) thought her
situation was more important than mine and wanted to cut-in
ahead of me. She says, "You blank, blank /Mexican. Go back
where you belong and leave room for those of us who really
need it."
The following young man that I interviewed was born and raised
here in the valley and he has always been around M.P. throughout
his life1 When he was young, he was sometimes allowed to play with
the maid's children, and there would always be a few Mexican-
American students in his class.
It took sometime and many tears for my parents to accept her,
but they are now very happy and proud grandparents.
My next interviewee is an Anglo was raised north of the
Valley. His name is [1-5J (I believe that's the way it is spelled) .
He unlike [1-4J was never given the oportunity to spend any time
with M.A., therefore, when he was promoted and moved to the valley
he wished he would have kept some kind of contact with these
people.
11-5J Jwas never really given the chance to spend any time
whatsoever with M.A. He was never allowed to play with the
maid's children nor to keep any type of contact with them.
[~~ Isays, I was always beeing told (thaught) by my parents
and classmates that we were inferior to M.A. that I was never
really given the chance to interact with them. I always,
without question, obeyed and listened to my parents whatever
the case. Sometimes I did feel like I was being unfair not to
let them be a~t of my life. At work I was promoted and
given good fri c benefits, but the condition was that I move
down to the va ey.
-I know she felt bad after she thought of those words but, I
could only think of getting out of that place, that I did't
even give her a chance to apologize.
The following young man is [1-4J . I [1-4J is an ~nglo who
was born and raised here in the valley and since a child he
has had and become acquainted with Mexican-Americans. When he
was little he was allowed to play with the maid's children.
So, since little, he has been around us{~xicans). My parents
were always pretty cool about me hanging out with Mexican-
Americans (M.A.), that I nev~ saw anything wrong with it.
[~~ I says, at times I'd vite them over for lunch, or
sometimes even to sleep ov r; my parents never gave any
excuses as to why they shouln't stay. I thought It was pretty
cool, except for that one time when I brought my girlfriend
over so that my parents could meet her. To their
disappointment, my girlfriend was M.A., and at that, my
parents were very upset. They were so upset that they even
wen1 to my girlfriend's house to talk to her parents.Eve though this went on, we still went together behind ourpar nes back. ~o years later we still got married without
our parents co ent. Now after our marriage they have
accepted her, an they love their grandchildren.
, .
, .
Once down here, I had much trouble getting used to being
around M.A's. At work most of my co-workers together with my
supervisor were M.A's and, well, I was surrounded by them. I
did not know what to do since my parents always took me away
from them (Mexicans) . This affected me so much because my
parents were always saying how they were inferior to us. It
has taken a lot of work, he says, but I can finally accept the
idea that we are all equals; not that it's what I believed,
but what I was made to believe.
that
much
After so much work\ [~~
his parents had formed.
attention to his parents.
was able to get through the barrier
And he now regrets having payed so
What I was able to conclude from my interviews was that these
people share many of the common patterns described in my report
which in turn are shared by many people who become in contact
or are in close-relations with Mexican-Americans.
For som~.X~C:J3'2P'"Anglos (some) are Waught by their elders that
they are ~to the Mexicans (according to beliefs and handed-
down-customs) that they are above our race. On the other hand the
M.P. are always ~ing affected by the treatment of others(A.P.1
According to each of the interviewed, up to this day people
are still being mistreated or denied service just because of their
race.
